
Part I: The Bases of Inequality150

Northern America will continue to have the highest percentage of elderly in the 
world. The percentage of elderly in Asia and Latin America and the Caribbean are 
predicted to more than double due to high fertility and low mortality rates. In less 
developed countries, though the proportion of the elderly is low, the number of 
elderly is large due to the size of their populations. In India, there were 63 million 
older people, representing only 5.3% of the population (West et al. 2014). 

Gerontologist Harry Moody (2006) warns, “Population aging is a long-range 
trend that will characterize our society as we continue into the 21st century. It is a 
force we all will cope with for the rest of our lives” (p. xxiii). Population aging means 
an increase in the number or proportion of elderly and signals the need for changes 
in health care, employment status, living arrangements, and social welfare for the 
elderly and the rest of society.

The aging of U.S. society is likely to transform state, regional, city, and sub-
urban populations. A 2007 Brookings Institution report (Frey 2007) predicts the 
emergence of two major senior populations, each with a set of specific needs and 
geographic impacts. “Yuppie senior” affluent populations are expected to emerge 
in the South and West (in cities such as Las Vegas, Denver, Dallas, and Atlanta), 
increasing their demands for new types of community cultural amenities. Their 
affluence will continue to support and encourage the economic and civic growth 
of their geographic areas. Conversely, cities in the Northeast and Midwest are pre-
dicted to have a disproportionately higher population of “mature seniors”—less 
financially stable or physically able than yuppie seniors. Mature seniors are likely to 
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Figure 6.1   �Percentage aged 65 and older of the total population for each world region: 

2010, 2030, and 2050.

SOURCE: West et al. 2014.
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